We have had several enrichment activities
and events including trips to Dudley College
in particular for Year 11 with a focus on Study
Skills. There has been the GCSE PE residential,
lots of successful PE fixtures, auditions were
held for the school production of Blood Brothers
and rehearsals have already begun for the
performances in Spring 2019. Don’t miss out on
getting your tickets!
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What a fantastic
term it has been
with many brilliant
activities and
opportunities that
our learners are
benefiting from.

The students have had a fantastic first term
at The Link Academy and I would like to
congratulate them on their excellent attitudes
in lessons and around school in response to the
new Values Driven Expectations. In particular, I
would like to say well done to Year 11 learners
whose attendance to ‘Upgrade’ has been
superb. Keep this up and I’m sure your hard
work will pay off when receiving your GCSE
results in the Summer.

Boxing Success

We look forward to next term beginning with
our new Principal, Mrs Emma Edwards-Morgan,
joining us. I know you will make her return
to the school, which she herself attended, a
welcome one.

Sahil is a well grounded and level headed student whose
diligent approach to both his boxing and his school work
bodes well for his future in boxing and as a role model in
the wider community. Everyone at the Link Academy and
the Dudley Academies Trust in general wish him well for the
future.

Thank you for your ongoing support and have a
wonderful rest over the holidays. I wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Mrs R Jones
Interim Principal

Article by Mr Trewick

Last month, Sahil Khan made boxing history by winning his
fourth national title, a feat never before achieved within the
governing board of ‘England Boxing’. He now holds three
national titles and one Great Britain title, making him the
number one boxer in England, Wales and Scotland for his age
and weight.

English & Maths
Dudley Academies Trust CEO Jo Higgins with our Year 11 students who received a
praise postcard for their constant effort and determination in English and Maths.

Year 7 are being treated to a
disco after school on Thursday 20
December and a party on Friday
21 December to celebrate the end
of term.
We hope you all have a great
Christmas and we look forward to
seeing you in the New Year!

PE News
Article by Mr Moody

Year 11 GCSE PE Rock Climbing Trip
Our Year 11 GCSE PE students travelled
to Dinas, Wales to be assessed in rock
climbing. Once complete, the group got
to experience some gorge walking.
After a gruelling two days our students
came away with some excellent grades
that contribute to their summer exams,
well done!

Basketball Teams Headlines

It has been a successful first half of the
basketball season for our many boys’ and
girls’ sporting teams. Some highlights are

School Show

Learning Managers

Years 7 - 10 have been
rewarded for their
continued effort throughout
this term. Pupils with the most
amount of merits and least
amount of lines were invited to
celebrate their achievement.

the lower school girls’ basketball team
winning 38-10 against Crestwood School.
Our boys Year 9 and Year 11 teams are the
top of their respective leagues progressing
through to the regional knockouts. Well
done Link Academy teams!

House Competitions

Kinver have been dominant in their house
competitions this term. Picking up the
wins in football, dodgeball and basketball
competitions. Well done!
Next term we have Year 8 Pathways, the
British Basketball League Cup Final and
the PE Wales Residential Trip launching
for another exciting term! Have a fantastic
Christmas break from all staff here in PE.

The Link Academy Presents

Article by Mrs Marshall

Students from Year 7 - 11 took to the
stage in October for the auditions of
The Link Academy’s first whole school
performance. There was a great deal
of interest, with a huge turn out of
students wanting to be involved in
both performances and backstage. The
quality of auditions were incredibly
high with a number of excellent
performances. A cast list was announced
after the callbacks had been completed.
The show rehearsals are now underway,
students are giving up lots of hours
each week to get the performance ready
for next March. Watch out for more
information in the new year.

				

Play Version

COMING MARCH 2019

An amateur production of Blood Brothers (Play Version) by special arrangement with Samuel French LTD
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Geography Trip

Science News
Article by Mrs Mooney

Article by Mr Roe

On the 18 December the Science
Department were lucky enough to
get tickets to one of the University of
Birmingham’s Christmas Lectures. Mrs
Mooney and Miss Bradford took 23
festive Year 7 Scientists for a fun-filled
day at the Lapworth Museum of Geology
followed by the lecture. Festive fun and
learning was had by all. Many thanks to
Ms Hill and Mrs Matthews for their help.

At the end of September, Year 11
Geographers completed the second
of their compulsory fieldwork trips.
This time we went to Carding Mill
Valley in the Shropshire Hills, where
pupils investigated features of the
river including how the width and
depth change downstream. In
order to do this, pupils had to walk
and occasionally scramble up the

narrow v-shaped valley that has
been formed by the river at Carding
Mill Valley. Once at the top of the
valley some (and mostly the girls)
splashed around in the river to
gather measurements, whilst the
gentlemen recorded the data from
the riverbank in order to protect
their trainers. Geographers have
then completed follow up work
over a series of lessons and will be
examined on their understanding
of fieldwork during the final Year 11
exams.

Heads of House
Year 11: Don’t
lose momentum
over Christmas

RE Debate
Success
Article by Mrs Slater

The Link Debate Team have worked
incredibly hard this term to prepare to
speak at the Religious Education Debate
held at the Dudley Council Chamber. The
group was made up of pupils in both
Years 7 and 8 who wrote impressive,
persuasive speeches. They spoke against
pupils from a variety of schools in the
area, on the subjects of divorce and
the matter of the afterlife. Some of our
pupils showed excellent skills in filming
at the debate, having been chosen to
operate the camera, whilst others spoke
with great confidence in the Council
Chamber, which was full of people. I
am very proud of the team who worked
exceptionally well and showed brilliant
speaking and listening skills. The group
enjoyed engaging in democracy as they
placed their votes for each debate held
on the day. Well done Debate Team,
your merits were well earned!

Remember Mrs Haggart’s Greatest
Showman themed assemblies?
“What’s waited till tomorrow starts
tonight...” well don’t let it slow
down.
The Heads of House would like to
thank the Year 11 parents and carers
for their support so far with revision
strategies, the Upgrade Mission
and the drive to improve effort and
achievement since September.
We have been on motivational
study skills trips to Dudley College,
which were well received.
The first round of Pre-Public
Examinations have come and gone
and we’re encouraging the pupils to
keep responding to feedback from
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teachers, gain more independence
and motivate themselves to keep
revising over the holiday.
We are enjoying the benefits of the
investment in Century Tech, GCSE
POD, Show My Homework and
PiXL to enhance the learning of the
pupils.
Please continue to encourage the
Year 11 pupils to use these tools
over the holidays. We do not want
all the hard work they’ve put in to
studying over the last term is not
wasted, but built upon as we return
in January for the Spring term,
where there’s only a few months
until the final GCSE exams.
All the best for an enjoyable,
peaceful Christmas break, with lots
of planned breaks in the festivities
for learning and revision.
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Parent News
Family Learning Sessions 		

Families have took part in a ‘Family Get Cooking
Winter Warmer’ session on Wednesday 14 November
2018, this involved making soup and flatbreads. More
sessions will be available in 2019.

Adults Courses and Training		

We will be offering free creative taster sessions in the
New Year in photography, flower arranging, arts and
craft sessions. Look out for more details.
Dudley Wood Neighbourhood Learning Centre
provides adult courses in the local area, these
include ESOL, Functional English and Maths daytime
and evening sessions. They are also offering a
free computer qualification for anyone currently
unemployed and new to using computers. Call Glen
Ostins on 01384 816496 if you are interested. Dudley
Wood Neighbourhood Learning Centre is based at
Pavilion Gardens, Dudley Wood Road, Netherton,
Dudley DY2 0DB.

Positive Parenting Courses

If you would like to look through the lost property that
has been handed in, for any items that your child may
have mislaid, or confiscated belongings, please contact
Pupil Services on 01384 816500 to arrange a convenient
time to do this. Lost property not collected by Friday 15
February 2019 will be disposed of.

The Link Academy Parents’ Group

Our home school link group continue to meet and are
keen to continue developing the group as a parent
voice and to raise funds for school projects. Next
meeting will be in the New Year 2019, date to be
confirmed.

Thank you to the parents who have donated outgrown
uniform items for our ‘emergency’ stock in school. All
items gratefully received and appreciated.
For information on any of the above please contact
Paulette Worsey, Parent Link Worker on 01384
814998 or pworsey@thelinkacademy.org.uk

Spring 			
Term Dates

Lost Property
Article by Mrs Fletcher

Strengthening parenting skills and supporting the
parent/child relationship. We continue to have
parents attend Triple P this is an 8 session (2 hour
weekly) course. Group and one-to-one sessions are
available. Next course starts Thursday 31 January
2019, 9.30am - 11.30am in the School House.

Donated Uniform Items

Stay well this Winter

The Link Academy

Fundraising
Article by Mrs Scott

We raised £172.55 for The Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal during November. There will also be a
fundraising non-uniform day on Friday 21 December.
Everyone donating a pound will be supporting the
following charities: Breast Cancer UK, British Heart
Foundation, R.N.L.I. and Brain Tumour Research. Over
£700 has been raised so far. Thanks to all staff and
pupils who have already donated.

Training Day:

Monday 07 January 2019

Term starts:

Tuesday 08 January 2019

Half term:

Monday 18 February 2019 – Friday 22 February 2019

Term ends:

Thursday 11 April 2019

