Music Key Stage 3 Curriculum Overview

Term 1.1

Term 1.2

Term 2.1

Term 2.3 and 3.1

Term 3.2

Year

Baseline

Elements of
Music = Rhythm

Summary:
Learners will learn
how music is a
form of
communication.
They will learn
about written
music through
graphic scores and
learning to
perform rhythms
from notation.
They will learn the
note values and
apply various
elements of music
to their own

Elements of Music

Pachelbel’s Canon

- Pitch

Summary:
Learners will be
introduced to the
notes on the
keyboard and staff
notation. They will
learn to play a
melody and there is
an opportunity to
begin learning how
to play chords.

Summary:
Learners will learn
and understand the
term ‘ground bass’.
They will then learn
to play the various
parts of Pachelbel’s’
canon focusing on
trying to play two
parts simultaneously.

Blues Music

Summary:
Learners will
understand the
features of Blues
music and learn
about its History
through listening to
examples from

famous Blues Artists.

They will learn how
to play the 12 bar
Blues chords and
how to improvise

using the Blues scale.

How to compose
a melody

Summary:
Learners will learn
the ‘rules’ of what
makes a good
melody from
studying short
extracts of classical
and popular music
(examples will be
used from melodies
they have learned
this year). They will
then apply this
knowledge to
composing their own
8 bar melody.




composition and
performance.

Assessment:
Performance of
their rhythm grid
and note
values/elements of
music quiz

Links to other
schemes/Oppor
tunities for
retrieval:
Elements of music
incorporated into
every scheme.

Assessment:
Solo performance
and

Staff notation quiz

Links to other
schemes/Opportu

nities for retrieval:

Keyboard skills and
knowledge of notes
on the keyboard
required for most
schemes.

Assessment:
Solo and paired
performance

Links to other
schemes/Opportu

nities for retrieval:

Retrieve staff
notation/keyboard
skills. Links to ‘The
Classics’.

Assessment:
Listening quiz and
paired performance

Links to other
schemes/Opportu
nities for retrieval:
Introduces triad
chords. Links to
Mood music, Film
music, Arrangements
& covers, Song
writing.

Assessment:
Solo performance of
their melody

Links to other
schemes/Opportu
nities for retrieval:
Retrieve staff
notation/keyboard
skills. Links to song
writing.




Term 1.1

Term 1.2

Term 2

Term 3

Year

Holst ‘The Planets’

Summary:

Learners will study 3
movements from ‘The
Planets’ suite and learn to
describe the various
elements of music in as
much detail as possible.
They will learn to perform
the ostinato from the
opening of ‘Mars — The
Bringer of War’ and then
compose their own piece
representing Planet Earth

Assessment:
Listening quiz and
performance of their
composition

What is ‘Pop’ music?

(Exploring Styles)

Summary:
Learners will study the
various styles that are

considered popular music.

They will learn about the
musical features of each,
some famous artists/song
writers, and perform
extracts from a range of
styles.

Assessment:
Listening quiz and
performance

Music in the Media

Latin American Music

Summary:

Learners will study the
features of classical music
and the emotional
response that is explored
through use in the media.
Students will study and
analyse music of some of
the great film composers.
They will analyse how
music elements are used
to enhance film scenes
and understand the term
leitmotif.

Assessment:
Listening skills quiz and
short performance task

Summary:

Learners will study various
styles of Latin music
including Salsa, Rumba,
Tango, and Samba. They
will learn about the origins
of each style, the features
of the music (in particular
focusing on the rhythm)
and how it links to dance.

Assessment:
Ensemble performance of
Samba or Salsa




Links to other
schemes/Opportunities
for retrieval:

Retrieval of elements of
music, how to compose a
melody, and links to Music
in the media

Links to other
schemes/Opportunities
for retrieval:

Links to Blues music and
Arrangements and
Covers. Retrieval of staff
notation and chords

Links to other

for retrieval:

schemes/Opportunities

Retrieval of elements of
music. Links directly to
Mood music scheme.

Links to other

for retrieval:

scheme and context of
Blues music.

Term |

Term 2

Term 3

Year

Music Technology Band Lab

Summary:

Introduction to music sequencing.
Learners will learn how to
manipulate and edit samples and
loops. They will learn how to

Composing a Song |

Summary:

Learners will learn about primary
and secondary chords and how
they are built on a scale. They will
then compose a 8 bar chord

Hip Hop V Rock

Summary:

Learners will select a style in which
they are to become an ‘expert’.
Students will first research and
present information of the musical

schemes/Opportunities

Links to Elements of Music




input notes using step entry.
They will also move onto learning
how to add effects and how to
master a finished track

Assessment:

Assessment of their arrangement
and written test on using a DAW
(Digital Audio Workstation)

Links with other
schemes/Opportunities for
retrieval:

Links to Hip Hop and other
subjects that use layered software

sequence for a verse and a 4 bar
chord sequence for a chorus.
Students will then look and how
they can vary playing their
sequence to suit a particular style
of song. If there is time, Students
will continue with their own
composition focusing on
composing lyrics and a melody.

Assessment:
Assessment of chord sequence and
quiz on chords

Links with other
schemes/Opportunities for
retrieval:

Links with How to compose a
melody, Blues music, Covers and
Arrangements, What is ‘Pop’
Music? and ‘Music Technology’

features of their chosen style, famous
performers, songwriters and
producers, and analyse a well-known
track. Students will then recreate a
section of that track either through
live performance or using music
software.

Assessment:
Assessment of project and
performance

Links to other
schemes/Opportunities for
retrieval:

Links to What is ‘Pop’ music?, Blues
music, and Arrangements and Covers




Links to National Curriculum subject content and skills:

Listening

Composing/Improvising

Performing — Solo

Performing — Ensemble

Appraising/Evaluating

Elements of Music

Forms of notation

Scales and tonalities

Music from around the
world
Various styles of Music

Various musicians
/composers




History and Context of
Music




