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Key terms
	A&R
	Formally ‘Artist and Repertoire’, historically the person who matched the singer with a song. Now more of a scouting role.

	Apps
	Abbreviation for applications, small computer programmes that do simple and focused tasks, usually for a mobile computing device, tablet or smartphone.

	Articulation
	The way the instrument is played, e.g. plucked or bowed.

	Backline
	The on-stage amplification and support equipment in a concert.

	Bouncing down
	Taking a number of recorded tracks and recording them on to a single track to save space or to minimise complexity.

	Chord chart
	A form of music notation that refers to the chords only as used by guitar and bass players and others who may not need fully notated music to perform.

	Chorus
	May refer either to an audio effect or a section of a song.

	Copyright
	Ownership of intellectual property and the permission or refusal to use it for financial gain. See also piracy.

	Cue
	In media composition, a piece of music composed for a particular scene.

	Direct Injection (DI) boxes
	These are used to convert between line and mic level signals.

	Distribution
	The role of storage, warehousing and delivery of product (CDs, vinyl, games, etc.); now also includes digital online distribution such as iTunes and Amazon MP3.

	Equalisation (EQ)
	Control of the frequency content of a sound – the relative levels of the bass, middle and treble of a sound.

	Format
	The final shape of the product, e.g. 7-inch vinyl, 12-inch vinyl, CD, MP3, WMA.

	Front of house
	The area of the venue for the audience; the opposite of backstage.

	Graphic notation
	A form of notation that uses techniques from graphic art to record or influence music performance.

	Lead sheet
	Form of music notation that simplifies the arrangement to a single melody line, sometimes with chord, lyrics and other cues.

	Licensing
	The requirement to obtain permission, legally and formally, to use music for financial gain.

	Marketing mix
	The four Ps: price, product, promotion and place.

	Mastering
	The final process in recording. Taking the finished and mixed track, and making it suitable for broadcast and pressing on to CD or vinyl.

	Musical Instrument Digital Interface (MIDI)
	The computer language used to capture and play back musical data from both external and internal keyboards and drum machines.

	Monitors
	The live sound system for the benefit of performers on the stage.

	Piracy
	Illegal copying, distribution and sale of copyrighted material such as songs and films.

	Promoter
	A person or agency in the music industry who finances and organises events.

	Publishing
	Once referring to sheet music but now essentially the handling of performing and mechanical royalties and rights by a company on behalf of an artist.

	Recording companies
	Companies that provide a professional service to record audio to broadcast quality.

	Royalties
	Money that is generated from sales or performances which is payable to the artist or rights holder.

	Set up, derig, strike
	Some of the many terms for setting up equipment and then taking it apart and putting it away.

	Stereo field
	The sense of width in a recording created by the use of a left and right audio channel, one for each ear.

	Trade bodies
	Organisations that represent a sector or group of companies who are involved in similar trades, e.g. the Professional Lighting and Sound Association (PLASA).

	Unions
	Organisations that support and protect the rights and working conditions of their members.

	Velocity
	Literally, the speed with which the key was played on the MIDI keyboard; usually has an effect on both the volume and articulation 
of the note.

	Workflow
	The order and importance of events in an overall task.
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