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4 The President P The Weimar
Elected by the people every seven years. .
Chose the Chancellor. RQPUblIC
Not involved in day to day politics but

could rule in times of emergency using 4 h
Article 48. The army, navy and

Friedrich Ebert 11th February 1919 - Air Force swore
28th February 1925 loyalty to the
Paul von Hindenburg 12th May 1925 - 211/;1 President.
August 1934 2
/ v The Chancellor ﬁ
Head of the Reichstag
Needed the support from the majority of
the Reichstag to make decisions.
Gustav Stresemann 13th August 1923 -
30th November 1923

Heinrich Briining, Franz von Papen, Kurt
von Schleicher

\Adolf Hitler 30th January 1933 - 309

April 1945

The government where elected politicians

Left wing Right wing

| The German political spectrum I

People’ +
German Democratic Mid;och:s:a;\aznl
e
Party DDP 2/

Middle class businessmen
] Pro-Republic but would like
Pro-republic

the Kaiser to return

National
Socialist
German
Workers’ Party
NSDAP or Nazis
Unemployed,
mainly
ex-soldiers
Anti-republic

Communist party KPD
Working class
Anti - republic

Social Democratic Party
SPD
Mostly middle class
Pro-republic
Ebert

National People’s
Party
Middle and upper
class, some soldiers
Anti-republic

\ Centre Party
Zentrum
Catholics

Pro-republic

Article 48
The President could
rule on his own in
times of
emergency.

Key dates

Threats to Weimar

Treaty of Versailles 11/11/18
November Criminals

Proportional

Armistice signed
ending WWH1

6 i

The Reichstag The German People

6/1/19

had a seat. Elected every four years.
Voting used proportional representation
(PR). % of votes = % of seats.
Many groups had a voice in the Reichstag
but this did make majority votes difficult.

All men and women over the age of 20
could vote.
They elected the President and voted for
the politicians / parties they wanted to
represent them in the Reichstag (National

Representation
Revolts

e Hyperinflation
_/ || « Reparations

Sometimes there were over 20 political
parties with seats.

K Parliament).

Spartacist revolt

28/1/19

Treaty of Versailles

13/3/20

Kapp Putsch

KEY VOCABULARY/TERMS

armistice, democratic republic, Spartacists, communism, Freikorps (Free Corps),
Weimar Republic, left wing, right wing, constitution, proportional representation,
majority, Article 48, Reichstag, Chancellor, President, November Criminals, Treaty
of Versailles, diktat, reparations, hyperinflation, putsch, Ruhr.

Jan 1923

Invasion of the
Ruhr

1923

Hyperinflation

8-9/11/23

Munich Putsch
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Threats to Weimar Structure and Political Spectrum

For each threat to Weimar write a | |Make sure you understand how the structure of the republic
sentence to summarise it. worked and where each party fits on the political spectrum.

4. Describe... 4 marks

e Describe two threats to Weimar Germany.
e Describe two problems faced by the German government in dealing with hyperinflation.

5. In what ways were... 8 marks

e In what ways were the lives of Germans affected by hyperinflation? Explain your answer.

e In what ways were the lives of German people affected by events during the early years of the
Weimar Republic, 1919-19237 Explain your answer.

e Which of the following was the more important reason why the Weimar Republic was in danger
In the years 1919-1923:

o economic problems
o political unrest?
Explain your answer with reference to both reasons.
e Which of the following had the greater impact on the German people:
o the Treaty of Versailles
o the Hyperinflation crisis of 19237
Explain your answer with reference to both events.




